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● 1866 state Sen. Rev. Charles Pearce began to raise funds for a 
school in North Florida because 

“We are hunting for education, that will give us a name and 
position in the nation. We have a right to aspire to and claim 
position with education. . . without [it] we have no assurance of 
permanent stability in our work; but with [it], we can realize a 
confident hope of success in establishing happy homes and an 
improved state of society.”

In 1870, he suggested an area north of Kings Road – where the 
school stands today

● 1872 Pearce’s ally Florida Gov. Harrison Reed chartered the 
Brown Theological Institute in Live Oak, FL due to its ideal site as 
a travel hub; named after 7th-District Bishop John Brown

● 1873 BTI changed name to Brown University; building 
destroyed in a hurricane
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● 1873 the Panic of 1873; new Bishop Thomas Ward 
gave fundraising duties for a new building to a white 
Methodist Episcopal minister, Dr. R. O Sidney, in an 
attempt to strengthen ties with that church; church 
construction began

● 1874 another storm further damaged the building; 
Sidney absconded with the money, then drowned in 
yet another storm

-- Charles Sumner Long, History of the AME Church in 
Florida, 1939David Jamison



● 1877 state Senator Rev. John Scott, Sr. recommended that 
the AME Church establish a high school in Jacksonville in 
lieu of Brown University 

● 1878 AME Rev. Joseph Sawyer tried to create a high 
school for the church in Palatka

1884 – 1886 Rev. William P. Ross Administration

● 1884 The Church opened the East Florida Conference 
Divinity High School in Jacksonville; Rev. Ross began holding 
classes in the basement of his Mt. Zion AME Church

● 1885 the school trustees rented a building on E. Beaver 
St. from the trustees of Mt. Zion; Brown University’s charter 
was rewritten to authorize the Florida Normal and Divinity 
High School
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1886 – 1888 Rev. J. C. Waters

1888 – 1890 Rev. John H. Welch Administration

● 1888 Ross died in the yellow fever epidemic of 1888

● 1889 EWC trustees purchased the high school building and 
grounds from (Historic) Mt. Zion AME Church on E. Beaver 
Street for $10,000.
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1890 – 1892 Prof. Benjamin W. Arnett, Jr. Administration

● 1892 Divinity High graduated first five students and changed 
name to Edward Waters College

1892 – 1895 Rev. John R. Scott, Jr. Administration
● a new kitchen, dining hall, bathroom, and printing office 
were constructed

1895 – 1896 Rev. D.J. Jordan

1896 – 1897 Rev. J. H. Watkins

1897 – 1898 Rev. J. P. O. Wallace Administration

● 1898 A two-story framed girl’s dormitory was 
constructed

Rev. John R.  Scott, Jr., B. D.,
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1898 – 1909 Prof. Arthur St. George Richardson Administration

● 1901 fire; original wooden buildings destroyed

● 1904 EWC moved to 1658 Kings Rd.

● 1908 the original Bishop Moses B. Salter Hall was constructed

1909 – 1913 Prof. A. Henry Attaway Administration

● 1912 John Hurst Hall constructed Bishop John Hurst
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1913 – 1920 Rev. John A. Gregg Administration

● 1916 Centennial Building constructed in honor of the hundred-year anniversary of the AME church 
(founded in 1816) and designed by Richard Lewis Brown, the city’s first-known black architect

Rev. John A. Gregg, B.A., D.D.
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1920 – 1924 Prof. John C. Wright

1924 – 1930 Rev. Albert B. Cooper Administration

● 1925 Benjamin F. Lee 
Building constructed

1930 – 1932 Rev. C. A. Gibbs

1932 – 1934 Rev. L. F. Morse
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1934 – 1940 Prof. Charles P. Long, Jr. Administration

● EWC stopped offering courses for the third and fourth year, 
and reverted to junior college status

● 1936 fire destroyed the original Salter Hall, a wooden-frame 
structure. No one was hurt. After two fires, no more wooden 
structures were to be built at EWC.
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1940 – 1942 Dr. Howard Gregg

1942 – 1946 Rev. R. E. Lamb Administration 

● 1945 H. Y. Tookes Library constructed

1946 - 1951 Rev. A. J. White
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Leading Prince Hall 
Masons and the 
Founding Fathers of 
Edward Waters College 



1892 Trustee Board 
Edward Waters 
College 



Hon. Thomas Warren 

Long

 Florida State Senate 1873, 74, 75, 77, 79

 Along with Samuel Spearing was among the 1st 
African American settlers in La Villa. 

 Escaped from the Roberts Plantation to join the 
Union Army

 Served Under General Thomas Wentworth 
Higginson

 Pioneer of the AME Church

 One of the Leading voices in the African 
American Community in Florida 

 D.D.G.M. for the M.U.U.G.L of Florida. 



“If we hadn’t become soldiers all might have 
gone back as it was before; our freedom 
might have slipped through the two houses of 
Congress and President Lincoln’s four years 
may have passed by and done nothing for us. 
But now things can never go back, because 
we have showed our energy, our courage 
and our natural manhood. Another thing is, 
suppose you had kept your freedom without 
enlisting in this army. Your children may have 
grown up free and been well cultivated…… 
but it would have been always flung in their 
faces- Your father did not for his own freedom. 
And what could they have answered? Never 
can you say that to this African race no 
more.”



John 

Scott Jr. 



 Just as his father before him, John Robert Scott Jr. was an educator, 
politician, and minister. The younger Scott served as the 5th 
president of Edward Waters College, the oldest Historically Black 
College/University in Florida. He also served the Most Worshipful 
Union Grand Lodge of Florida in many capacities.  Scott was a 
member of Harmony Lodge #1

 He served as a City Councilman in Jacksonville from 1897-1899.



 “Rev Scott the great Hebrew scholar and one of the strongest 
young men Wilberforce [University] has ever sent from her walls, is a 
successful teacher.” W.P. Ross



Hon. Joseph E Lee



Joseph Lee was one of the most influential public officials in 
the history of Florida Politics. 

Lee attended Howard University and graduated with law 
degree in 1873. He moved to Florida that same year and 
was admitted to the bar, making him the first African-
American lawyer in Jacksonville, and one of the first in the 
state. 

Lee was first elected to public office when he won his first 
election to serve the citizens of Duval County in 1875 and 
continued in that capacity in 1877-1879. He was then 
elected to the Florida State Senate in 1881. In 1888 he was 
appointed as the County clerk of the circuit court in 1889. He 
was appointed to the position of United States Collector for 
the port of Jacksonville 1890-94 and then went on to serve as 
the United States Collector of internal revenue for the district 
of Florida.

He was a Past Master of Harmony Lodge #1 and served the 
Committee of Jurisprudence.



1951 – 1972 Dr. William B. Stewart Administration; 

● 1955 EWC received Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools (SACS) accreditation as a junior college 

● 1958 EWC began offering senior college coursework

EWC’s longest tenured president)
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● 1954 the new Bishop M. F. Salter Hall was constructed
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● 1968 Board Chairman Bishop Eugene Hatcher – William 
Stewart Building constructed
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● 1972 George M. Collins 
Student Union Building 
(SUB) constructed
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1973 – 1976 Dr. Samuel Tucker
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1977 – 1990 Dr. Cecil Cone Administration

● 1979 Centennial Building converted into a library

● 1979 EWC received SACS accreditation as a four-year college

● 1982 Bishop Morris – Cecil Cone Residential Complex constructed
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Bishop Rudolph McKissick,
Pastor of Bethel Baptist 
Church
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1990 – 1995 Dr. Robert Mitchell Administration

● 1992 – 1995 Obi /Scott Museum was founded

● 1993 Lee-Cousins Building restored and renamed

● 1993 James Weldon Johnson Building acquired
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1995 – 1997 Dr. Jessie Burns Administration 

● 1995 Milne Auditorium restored

● 1995 Schell – Sweet Community Resource 
and Wellness Center constructed
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1997 – 2004 Dr. Jimmy Jenkins Administration

● 2001 football comes back after 34 years

● 2004 accreditation irregularity
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2004 – 2007 Dr. Oswald P. Bronson Administration 

● 2006 Bishop John Hurst Adams – Jimmy Jenkins Gym 
constructed
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Edward Waters College turns 
to part-time teachers in down 
economy 
  

By Matt Coleman 
Posted Jan 18, 2010 at 12:01 AM 

    

Faced with economic turmoil and a slew of under-performing majors, 
the president of Edward Waters College said the school has been 
forced to cut faculty and now has almost as many adjuncts as full-time 
professors. 

President Claudette Williams said multiple faculty members have been 
laid off in the past 12 months, but she wouldn’t say how many. Many 
of them have been replaced with adjunct professors - instructors hired 
on renewable contracts who usually teach part-time and don’t earn 
benefits. 

Cost-cutting measures are ongoing, and she said it’s unclear when the 
university will start hiring full-time faculty again. 

There are now 29 faculty members and 28 adjuncts, a ratio Williams 
said is higher than it has been in the past. A faculty fact book for the 
2008-2009 academic year lists about 50 professors in its faculty roster 
but doesn’t include adjuncts. 

Other First Coast colleges haven’t had to delve into the adjunct pool as 
heavily. 

About 80 percent of classes at the University of North Florida, a four-
year public school, are taught by full-time faculty. That rate has 
remained steady throughout the economic turbulence. 

2007 – 2010 Dr. Claudette H. Williams (EWC’s first female president)
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2010 – 2017 Nathaniel Glover Administration

● 2013 constructed the Criminal Justice Education Facility and 
Police Substation
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2017 – Dr. A. Zachary FaisonDavid Jamison
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In the early 20th Century, black thinkers like W. E. B. Du Bois, Booker T. 
Washington, Marcus Garvey, Alain Locke, F. Franklin Frazier, and Langston 
Hughes argued that blacks should not have to ask or wait for help from the 
American system. Using something called “uplift” ideology, these men 
believed that blacks had to raise themselves up from the degraded social 
condition they found themselves in during slavery. The movement consisted of 
“race work” and its artistic expression was called the Harlem Renaissance

The New Negro Movement
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Survivals vs. Autonomy
One of the most hotly contested debates amongst Caribbean anthropologists over the past 80 years is the degree to which 
transplanted Africans maintained and displayed cultural “survivals” once they had settled in the New World.

In 1934, Melville Herskovits argued that many of 
the  characteristics of the maroons in Dutch Guiana 
were survivals that had originated in Africa and 
were even evident in African American cultural 
practices of the early 20th Century. E. Franklin 
Frazier argued that black American culture was its 
own largely autonomous, locally synthesized, 
unique and valuable phenomenon. He argued with 
Herskovits in journal articles on the topic for over 
30 years.
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The Postmodern Turn

● Grand narrative -- the whole history behind any presumption that explains 
why a society acquires and transmits knowledge. It is a widely disseminated, but 
ultimately false, metaphor; a story which has as its only purpose the 
justification of action and ways of being that are already happening. Indeed, up 
until the very moment this narrative is revealed as a metaphorical conceit (the 
dawning of the postmodern moment), it is simply “the truth.” 
Example: “The French are bringing modern civilization to the primitive peoples 
of the world.” 

“ . . . the breakdown of the hegemony of American capitalism [is] already, at the end 
of the 1970s, preparing States for a serious reappraisal of the role they have been 
accustomed to playing.”

“The demoralization experienced by the developed world’s students during the 
1960s led to a decrease in production at laboratories and universities unable to 
protect themselves from its contamination.”

--Jean Francois Lyotard, Le Condition Postmoderne

“The rise for [postmodernism’s] existence depends on the hypothesis of some radical 
break generally traced back to the . . . early 1960s.”

--Frederic Jameson, "The Politics of Theory”
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The Postmodern Turn

The 1960s Countercultural Revolution

The Civil Rights Movement

The Feminist Movement

The Gay Rights Movement
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● 1866 state Sen. Rev. Charles Pearce began to raise funds for a 
school in North Florida because 

“We are hunting for education, that will give us a name and 
position in the nation. We have a right to aspire to and claim 
position with education. . . without [it] we have no assurance of 
permanent stability in our work; but with [it], we can realize a 
confident hope of success in establishing happy homes and an 
improved state of society.”

In 1870, he suggested an area north of Kings Road – where the 
school stands today

● 1872 Pearce’s ally Florida Gov. Harrison Reed chartered the 
Brown Theological Institute in Live Oak, FL due to its ideal site as 
a travel hub; named after 7th-District Bishop John Brown

● 1873 BTI changed name to Brown University; building 
destroyed in a hurricane
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